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Is pro wrestling 
really ‘essential’? 


Bianchi: WWE able to operate 
likely because President Trump 


is in its Hall of Fame. Cl 
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UCF leader sees 


innovation ahead 


Alexander Cartwright officially 
starts his new role at university, 
discusses response to pandemic. B1 
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By GRAY ROHRER 
AND STEVEN LEMONGELLO 


TALLAHASSEE — About 
77,000 Walt Disney World em- 
ployees set to be furloughed next 
week could get a FastPass to 
Florida’s unemployment system, 
which has seen hundreds of 
thousands of other workers face 
lengthy delays in getting benefits. 

Gov. Ron DeSantis said Tues- 


CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


Disney workers could 
get FastPass to benefits 


DeSantis: Furloughed employees would be able to skip frustrating step in system 


day he’s considering a plan to add 
automatically the information of 
the Disney workers into the sys- 
tem, in anticipation of the large 
influx. He added that it wouldn’t 
mean those employees would 
jump to the front of the line, but 
by getting their information into 
the system, they'll skip a key step 
that has frustrated other laid-off 
workers who’ve encountered sys- 
tem crashes and busy helplines. 


“They wouldn’t get any special 
place in line — whoever is apply- 
ing is going to go through that 
way,” DeSantis said. “But I think 
when you know you're going to 
have a massive amount of people 
from one employer that’s an- 
nounced, if we can work with 
them to get that information and 
get it through the system, I think 
that would probably be better for 
everyone.” 


Disney World, which would 
not comment for this story, is fur- 
loughing nearly all of its staff 
starting Sunday. 

DeSantis cited progress in 
processing “hundreds of thou- 
sands” of unemployment claims 
but wasn’t more specific. The De- 
partment of Economic Opportu- 
nity, which runs the CONNECT 
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On bright 
side, skies 
looking 
clearer 


Stay-at-home directive 
appears to have positive 
impact on environment 


By KEVIN SPEAR 


Polluted skies of cities in the 
U.S. and other nations have 
cleared up, dramatically in some 
areas and perhaps temporarily in 
all cases, as the new coronavirus 
has stalled power plants, factories 
and traffic. 

In Central Florida, what’s hap- 
pening to the environment isn’t as 
stark, but there are small and early 
indications of how staying home 
to thwart the coronavirus spread 
makes a difference for air, sewage 
and trash. 

“The savings in pollution, time 
and stress with telecommuting is 
undeniable,” said Orlando resi- 
dent Michael Cohen, a founder 
and board member of the advo- 
cacy group Solar United Neigh- 
bors of Florida, who suggests the 
stay-home routine is providing a 
hint of a future without Orlando’s 
coal-burning plants and wide- 
spread use of electric cars. 

“We should encourage every- 
one who is currently working 
from home to continue at least one 
or two days a week after the all- 
clear is given,” Cohen said. 

With the disease progressively 
upending Central Florida’s rou- 
tines well into March, more telling 
data is likely to come after the end 
of this month. Gov. Ron DeSantis’ 
stay-at-home order was effective 
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Levels of ozone trended down in 
Orange County in March, possibly 
because of the economic slow- 
down from COVID-19. 


to produce hand sanitizer during 


By STEPHEN HUDAK 


Two months ago, whiskey- 
maker Jose Luis Aponte was ex- 
pecting a boom in business for 
his Black Ox bourbon and other 
liquors crafted at his Apopka 
distillery. 

Then came COVID-19, the 
disease caused by the co- 
ronavirus. 

“The liquor business kind of 
dried up quick,” said Aponte, 30, 
owner of JLA Distillery, 
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he was open to some states 
distancing guidelines end, as he 


absolute authority as to when 
the time was right to act. A3 


E OPINION: Residents of 


Panel to explore path to reopening 


Trump said he is enlisting group of advisers to shape 
plans for the coronavirus-battered economy. A3 
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Jose Luis Aponte stopped making whiskey at his Apopka distillery and changed production techniques 


H INSIDE: President Trump said 


“reopening” before federal social 


nursing homes and their families 


the coronavirus pandemic. 


founded in 2015 in Orlando. 

Aponte said he was forced to 
stop whiskey-making and adopt 
a strategy undertaken by big- 
name distillery Tito’s Vodka and 
brewer Anheuser-Busch, who 
both joined the global fight 
against the contagious virus by 
modifying production lines to 
crank out hand sanitizer, a 
germ-killing gel in short supply 
but needed everywhere by al- 
most everyone. 

The coronavirus, blamed for 


have a sacred right to know 
whether elder-care facilities 
have had positive tests for the 
coronavirus. A6 


appeared to back off his claim of 


E BUSINESS: Beaten down by 
the global pandemic in a “crisis 
like no other.’ the world econo- 
my in 2020 is expected to suffer 
its worst year since the Great 
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Storm cleanup is muddled by virus 


Disaster response reflects how the pandemic has 
changed relief efforts after tornado onslaught. A4 
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COMPANIES 
SHIFT GEARS 


Workers stay on the job, patients get necessary supplies 
thanks to repurposing of manufacturing operations 


more than 570 deaths in Florida, 
also led Ocoee businessman Pat 
Brown to retool Teak Isle Manu- 
facturing. 

The company has made boat 
parts for more than 40 years, but 
converted its machinery and 
production line to assemble face 
shields for health-care workers. 

“It’s something we could do 
to help but, number one, it’s 
keeping our people working,” 
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Depression of the 1930s, the 
International Monetary Fund 
says inits latest forecast. C4 


E WATCH LIVE AT NOON: Stay 
up-to-the minute on co- 
ronavirus by watching Orlando 
Sentinel Now, every weekday at 
noon on OrlandoSentinel.com 
or our Facebook page. 


Bank 


strikes 
back at 
lawsuit 


One Florida executives 
say they recruited 
Seacoast employees 
unhappy at their jobs 


By GABRIELLE RUSSON 


After raising more than $100 
million last year — an unprece- 
dented amount in Central Flori- 
da’s community bank industry — 
newly formed One Florida Bank 
wanted to recruit bankers to grow 
business, its leaders said in de- 
fense of a federal lawsuit filed by a 
rival. 

One Florida executives said 
they recruited a dozen Seacoast 
commercial bankers who were 
unhappy at their jobs and were 
not tied down with non-compete 
clauses to work for them, accord- 
ing to court records. Those em- 
ployees quit the day after Christ- 
mas and started their new jobs at 
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COMMENTARY 


SCOTT MAXWELL 
Sentinel Columnist 


Orlando’s 
damage 
‘uniquely 
disastrous’ 


Low-wage economy 
suffers financial hit 
worse than most of US 


Two new reports paint a devas- 
tating picture of Orlando’s econo- 
my. 
The first is the annual wage 
survey from the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. 

It shows that, once again, Cen- 
tral Florida ranks dead last — 
50th among the 50 largest metros 
in America — when it comes to 
median wages. 

It’s the price we pay for an 
economy built on the backs of 
hotel housekeepers and theme- 
park ride attendants. Half the jobs 
here pay $34,320 a year or less — 
an amount lower than every other 
major metro, including smaller 
cities with lower costs of living. 

The second report comes from 
the Brookings Institution, which 
scoured the country to see which 
cities will suffer the most job 
losses from the coronavirus pan- 
demic. 

Two major cities stood out: Las 
Vegas and Orlando. 

In both places, more than a 
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Cut in driving elicits discounts 
Consumer advocates argue that it makes sense for auto 
insurance rates to reflect empty streets. C4 
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